
Two Essays by Kevin (Rashid) JohnsonabnnHonCompelled the U^. power structure to
w^e	 H'	 br°°der sectors of U.S. societywere feeling directly the despar and insecurity resulting from their forcedP ô̂ cted war as cannon fodder, against apeoptê a
fee2io t^e®n^°"h	 >^merikans were alsoP^prc b^om^n '	 Consequently, the Amerikannnd rho?L^ ♦ radicalized in their displeasure withand challenges to the owners of U.S. power.
,	 defeats being whipped on U.S. military forces by the poor
unsophisticated and relatively tiny Vietnamese people. USprestige wasq̂ kly waning at home and abroad. The U.S. elite began to fea?-with
^I^f/^Tsorirt	 °	 similar to what occurredinl917 in Tsanst Russia. The Russian Revolution was simflariy sparked bygrowing social disaffection with Russian rulers and mass deSSrŝ tions
imecurî TIf̂ '̂̂ H brutally) prompted by economic turmoil andŝuffered on account of catosfrophic Russian losses in WWI
hoJtos o° topan̂  °decode after ahumifiating military defeat at the
nrowt̂  mTf°̂  the fiasco in Vietnam, the U.S. refrained from directS	 Interventions and occupations for over two decades

instead in secret proxy wars and indirect disruptions of
corw!?,2ilS!.^''	 m o b i l i z i n g t h o s eTĥ s wnftn nto Overthrow such governments and covert activities.S^cTpn,^thr i ' fs°®i>"fbody counts.U.S. elite fears its population’s revolutionary potential and

potential to life. Indeed, the bombing of
r^in the°nT5V''	 ° b ° " b o n i t s b r i e fS'? ,n So ■ ®	 of Beirut in 1983. Similarly, when the U.S.

ui'l?	pretense of “peacekeeping." andb̂ on killing civilians, which prompted an angry mob to killseveral U.S. soldiers, the U.S. promptly disengaged in 1995.
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"scorched earth" tactics of destroying economic resources and thus
starving asociety &/or its military into submission.) This is why nukes are
termed “strategic" and “first strike weapons/" and are perceived as the
most powerful weapons in the arsenals of modem nations. Why again,
because they can cripple an industrial country's economy (and power
base) almost Instantly.

During the Vietnam War, the U.S. devised to defeat the Vietnamese
anti-colonial struggle in both North and South Vietnam by destroying the
bases of their economies. In industrialized North Vietnam, the U.S.
precisely targeted transportation and industrial sites, dams, cities and
other economic infrastructure, in the agrarian-based South, they
indiscriminatelY bombs the widely dispersed villages and crops. The U.S.
however, was still unable to defeat the Vietnamese. The U.S.'s bmtal
oppression only reinforced their \mII to resist and in the face of their
ingenious and fierce struggle, the U.S. was unable to assert its prestige
over the natives-what the U.S. calls "winning the hearts and minds of the
peop le . "

Likewise, when all else failed to defeat the successful 1978 popular
revolution in Nicaragua (a direct challenge to U.S. prestige because
occurring vwthin its claimed region of control,) the U.S. contra war and
Invasion targeted Nicaragua's economic infrastructure. As Time
magazine admitted (in an article frequently quoted by Chomsky,) the U.S.
military objective was to "wreck the economy and prosecute along and
deadly proxy war until the exhausted natives overthrow the unwanted
government themselves" leaving them "virith wrecked bridges, sabotaged
power stations and ruined farms." U.S. official military policy had the
contra forces and air strikes spedfically targeting farms, oil depots, health
clinics, and other (soft) economic targets, while the Reagan
administration blocked loans to Nicaragua from the Inter-American
Development Bank and World Bank and then imposed afull embargo in
1985, and then blamed Sandinista government policies for the ensuring
e c o n o m i c t u r m o i l .

It occurs so common as to need no elaboration that western powers'
main method of undermining power in those societies whose rulers offend
them, is by imposing blockades, sanctions, embargoes and high tariffs
trade calculated to cripple their economies and force them to submit to
Western control -the U.S. policy on Cuba being aprimary example.
Furthermore, in addition to barring all international trade with Cuba, the
U.S. went further to cripple its tourist industry by carrying out bombings of
Cuban tour is t s i tes and hote ls .

Those various examples of the targeting of the economies of societies
as the primary source of neutralizing or destroying their holds on power,
makes quite clear that asociety's economy is the base of power of those
who rule or aspire to rule them.

Obviously, if the vulnerability of aruling class lies in its holds over
economic power, then we have an explanation as to why modem
industrial powers do not treat the broad masses ot their own populations
os brutally as they do toreign populations. The domestic population has
direct access to the imperial country's economic infrastructure and can
therefore disoipt and destroy the power base, themselves. This power of

R a s h i d : A B k x i r a D h v o f R e v o k i t t o n a f v I

I've been asked often by activists of various stripes to give something
of abackground on my^ (some bisight bito myself and my
struggles), which can be shared within movement and broaden circles.
Two fectors—both of them subjective—have left me hesitant to do so.
The first fector being that Iam emphatically opposed to personality
cults, and because of this have often shunned drawing attention bo
myself. The second fector is that Ido not desire bo sound as aseH'*
assumed "authortty" on matters affedJng the lives and hitures of
masses of people. However, It seems that by my silence, some folks
have gabled Just these Impressions about me, ̂ that Ihave some
Interest to gain acelebrity status withbi movement cbdes (or in
essence that Fm an opportunist or worse), or that Iperceive my views
as correct and unchallengeable.

While Ido bend to present critiques (especially of activities on
the Left) In often challengbig language, this is done primarily bo
stimulabe dialogue on the points adrfaessed. Theories are developed
and clarified through dialectics, and proven and refined through
practice. In any regard this limited biography will shed some light on
me as Ihave developed, on my Ideas as they have developed, and on
some of my experiences which have affected my development and
which Ibelieve have given me Invaluable bisight Into matters of
contending with oppressive Institutions. In some regards it may seem
that 1was the aggressor and the pigs the victims, and In many
situations Iwas, but again, this ban account of my growth and
experiences. Furthermore, In any situation where there bacontest of
violent forces, an offensive bnecessery If one expects to prevail-even
t e m p o r a r i l y.

Ishould begin by emphasizing that four traits are predominant
in my character, traits which Ibelieve are brgely lacking within the
Amerlkan Lett milieu, and are largdy the cause of strategic Allures of
the Left These four traits are that Iam an extremist atacticai
thinker, Ihave an uncompromising will, and Iam willing to suffer and
give my life for the people. And It bon account of these tendencies
(and the results-although limited by my condKions-that Fve been
able to produce In my Isolated struggles against oppressive
insHtutions), that Ibelieve Fm able to offer some valid taisigiit Into
effective methods of resisting and ultimately defeating systems of
oppression. Talking about abuse, merely telling people that they're
being abused, wont check or stop the problem.

I've been imprisoned for fowteen years (since Iwas eighteen),
the last ben of which Fve spent In solitary, confined almost always
within specially constructed and modified cells, and often totally
Isolated from other prisoners. Although 1was not exposed bo hb
writings until Just some three years ago, my actions against the pigs
and their proxies have been motivated by the same drive that
motivated George Jackson, viz, ”I have always been Inclined to get
dbturbed over organized biJusOce or terrorist practice agahist the
innocents—wherever...." And even though Iwas under illegitimate
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prestige When the rnmm «̂ ̂ IPô t̂ile recurrence of eUte
gain cSiSenceTn thl	 arrangement, they will thereby 2i
edicts from above	 power of self rule, without need of
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the U.̂  army and its hirelings targeted and
nomadic peoples' economic systems, v
order to effect the spread of capitalism

replacing the native ecô ^mSsUh T^̂  effectively destroying andLatin America were at least as hiih ^	 standards in Africa, Asia and
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capitalist influences before and during much of my Imprisonment, I've
always been engaged In something of arunning bathe with the
e s t a b l i s h m e n t

The forces that combined to ensure this last lengthy
Incarceration were driven by my having earned the label while In
society as a"cop kUler', and penonai revenge against me by some pig
"victims" of my actk>r\s.

Iwas Jailed twice In 1990, the first confinement being abrief one
(I was acquitted), the second being upon the arrest from which I
remain Imprisoned. In order to give some insight into my present
incarceration, the first 1990 arrest rrujst be detailed and other
backgrourtd facts given. While Ido not wish to glannorize my past anti¬
social activities, Imust give some account of my past to allow an
understanding of who Iam today.

Like so many young blacks, 1was involved In the street level
drug trade, only Itook adifferent tact than most in my approach to
"the game". Iperceived myself as being aone-man army. Under
various pretexts 1would position myself on others' turfs, first in a
neutral role to study and take in aU that was going on, e.g., who the
suppliers were, how much money came through the area in sales, pig
activities, who amongst the sellers were about getting money and who
were about gaining reputations as "gunslingers", the various weights
and sizes of products belrtg sold, etc. Upon gaining agood feel of the
area. I'd move in and, using bribes and violence selectively, would
basically take over. Those who sided with me had my complete loyalty.
My methods led to many "wars" against rival groups, which Imost
often came out on top of. The opposition was ail too visible, their
hangouts, homes, and flashy cars being known, and their patterns
predictable. I, on the other hand, came and w^ unpredlctably. Idid
no hanging out In dubs or otherwise, and had no known resistance or
method of travel. Observation, hit and evasion, was my mode of
combat When, because of these exchanges, an area became too "hot"
for business, I'd move on to another area.

The last area that Ifrequented Iorganized upon amore
developed program. Ididnt need to establish myself there, because
my reputation was already known in the area. Isuspect that my name
was also known to the dty pigs. So Ifocused on driving the pigs and
any competition otA Ironically, Iwas never really concerned with
profits; Iwas more concerned with unity within the cUque and
community affinity.

Each weekend, Saturdays and Sundays, we'd organize
community galas. Each weekend adifferent member of our dique
would pay all expenses. We’d buy bushels of crabs, cases of beer, and
pay the local "shot house" people ta prepare aU sorts of foods and
beverages. Large, amplified speakers were set out on the curb, and
everyone In the neighborhood ate and danced at no cost This won us
alot of local affection wittiin the complex and even with the complex
inanager. Violence within our group was strtctiy forbidden, as was
flashing and randomly shooting off guns In the area. "Customers" were
to be respected and no ‘sales* were to be made around children. Pig
patrols were driven out, under gunfire. They only openly ventured Into
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tne area In convoys of six or more patrol cars, tour pigs to each car.
An Isolated pig cruiser was apt to get holed. When they tried to set up
watch posts mvacant apartments, the complex manager alerted us,
with the result that the watchers got watched, and as soon as they left
the post, the apartment was raided and everything stolen or smashed.

The pigs finally took heart by building acontainment fence
(about twelve feet high) around the complex (we qukMy opened holes
around the fence), organizing neighborhood foot patrols by squads of
pigs In plainclothes carrying rifles, shotguns and pistols mhand, and
establishing acurfew In the area. If the pigs caught ayoung Mack m
that area after 9pm without residential credentials, he was promptly
arrested fbr trespassing. This Is the context mrrhlch my first arrest In
1990 took place.

While sitting ablock away from the complex one night,
observirrg movements of the pialrKlothes pigs, aconvoy of patrol cars
converged on abrother Iknew from the neighborhood, who was
walking to his female friend's home. The piaindothes had apparently
called hi the convoy, whki' had obviously been on standby dose by.
Observing this brother surrounded by ahostile crowd of some twenty
uniformed pigs, I(defying my Instinct to stay put and observe)
disarmed and approached the scene to see if Icould dlfhjse the
s i t u a t i o n .

totally and relentlessly. The victims are free to criticize their oppressor
long as they fear and respect him. The wiser oppressor will devise to
control his victims by turning segments of his victim class against other
segments by showing one segment adegree of favored treatment c
delegated power (giving them alesser degree of prestige) an artificial
pnvileged status which is totally dependent upon their keeping the bully
power and keeping their ‘inferiors’ in line. Therefore, in order to forqe a
unit̂  res«tance within such astratified victim class, the privileged status
of the	 sectors must be undermined by actions which will bring
down the bully sraw violence on the heads of the enfirB victim class
Sun Tzu observed, even avowed enemies tossed about in aboat on a
stormy sea. will cooperate “just as the right hand does with the left"

In having addressed the function that prestige plays in power, we can
then examine to what extent today‘ sleftist activities either serve or
undermine the prestige of elite power. Actually those limited efforts of

beginning, serve to reinforce
the prestige of capitalist power. The educators’ failure and fear to
organize the masses toward genuine resistance leaves the right to wield

repeated decisive losses
which the disorganized youth (and often enraged urban Blacks) suffer in
their postional clashes with the establishments’ goons only reinforces the
perception of empire’s invulnerabifity. Prestige thus remains free of any
real challenge, and the struggle for popular rule remains in astate of
paralysis. That is, until we begin to undermine the prestige of power

Once decisive attacks are made upon the prestige of power where
then do we find the actual “bases of power." Against which our forces of
resistance must be concentrated? The answer can be found in the
remaining two elements, which Confucius recognized as necessary for a
mler to secure holds on power. Confucius observed that military power
was not decisive, but next to prestige (i.e. preserving the confidence of
the people in their rulers.) was the rulers’ control over the food iethe
society’s economic resources. Thus in order to undermine power at its
seat, resistance must be directed at the base of social power, which it
supplies and provides for the very survival of the society at large and
political and military forces. Hence, whoever controls the economy
controls me society: as all societies are organized around their economic
systems. |ust as the common wage-worker’s life is organized around her
job and me acquisition of her wages. Her free time, family time ability to

t	 standard of living and quality of life is determined and
controlled by. and organized around, her job. With her entire life
regulated by her access to the wage, the capitalist boss becomes herm a s t e r .

Consistent with Confucius’s observation and as demonstrated in the
power of ruling classes comes

from their ability to control me common people’s access to survival
resources. So long as the people are helpless to feed themselves thev
ore dependent on those who regulote and control their access to basic
necessities. Therefore, in order to defeat their power, elite control over the
economy must be broken, and the economic arrangement itself
revolutioniTed to take control out of the hands of the privileged minority
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Upon seeing me approach, adetachment of (rigs broke Off frT>m
the main group, stopped me some twenty feet short of the brother,
and asked if Iwere his cousin, as he'd dahned upon seeing me
approaching. He'd told the pigs, refuting their claims that he was
trespassing, that Icould verify his girlfriend's residence, and her home
to be his destination. Iacknowledged that we were related. Iwas
asked my name, to which 1replied, "Kevin Johnson." One white pig
named Paul Witt turned to quiddy to the brother and asked, "If this Is
your cousin, vrtiaf shis namer. Not having heard what I'd said, the
brother replied, "Rashid." Ail attention then Immediately focused on
me. Witt replied, "So, you’re Rashid. We've been looking fbr you." He
then redted alist of dtywlde and local incidents in which the name
Rashid had come up as Involved, Including attacks on pigs.

Iwas promptly surrounded by the growing mass of pigs with my
back to apatrol car. Witt put hi aradio can to adetective unit to
determine If any warrants or indictments for my arrest were
outstanding. There were none. Apparently, they had never been able
to get an accurate Identification on me. He then reached Into the
patrol car and came up with aPolaroid camera. As he prepared to snap
pictures, Ibegan distorting my face. Icrossed eyes, protruded tongue.
Inflated Jaws, flared nostrils, etc. WRt demanded that Istraighten up
face up. IInformed him that Ihadn't consented to aphoto shoot, and
until Idid to be satisfied with what he got Enraged, the pig forcefully
pushed me back Into the car. Irebounded, driving several Jabs In his
face. The other pigs converged, swinging flashlights, sticks, and
radios. Idrove through the mob leading the way with straight Jabs,
and Just upon breaking out of the group of swinging pigs, Itripped and
fell. Iwas promptly piled upon, handcuffed, and beaten ftjrther.
Ironically, Iwasn't beaten too badly—too many pigs. They were
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first attack is on the prestiae ofT ^	 'consequently, ourdestroy the	 ^hot was Jonathon’s job, to
Once these svmhoi	 iconoclastic act of crushing symbols *viJniabte the^	^ ^ a t t h e y a r e \ uol power. 'Because	 p'ifej’th ’̂"'“etljL
torc« ,0 rever,	 „
the will to survive And it is this7esi!t°^^	 'C*®SP0»’. frustration, and™s,PecPo„„e,eo?̂ ŝ p~;;ut,ro?'̂ ^̂

On August 7, 1970 Jonathan, George’s younger brother, led an
courthouse in Marin County, California, where he

amed and attempted to liberate several Black prisoners. This
acton was calculated to undermine the symbolic cloak of prestigeand invulnerability that surrounds the political and mHrtary in̂ tions
and thus renders the oppressed classes passive in the face of their
o p p r e s s i o n .

beaUng each other more than me. Experience has taught me
something which may be of use to those resisting organized
oppression: pigs dont tend to beat aperson who fights back as
brutally as they do one who shows fear or passively accepts being
attacked. Anyway, Iwas arrested by vyitt on charges of disorderly
conduct and resisting arrest. They forgot all about the brother, who
walked ashort distance away and watched the spectacle.

At court Ideclined an attorney and recited to the Judge what had
happened. He took It all In with bar̂  concealed humor. He was
especially humored about my making faces and my described reaction
to Witt's pushing me. Witt was ftjiious. When he turned to Witt asking
If ̂ rd described were true, Witt replied, 'Yeah, basically.- The
judge admonished WHt and told me that Iwas ftee to go. On the way
out of the courthouse, Witt assured nre that If he saw me In the
complex again It would be him arnl me. My young pride never allowed
me to rehjse achallenge. Ireplied that I'd be there.

On June 4,1990 Istood deliberatBly In front of the forbidden
ramplex. In broad daylight and armed, talking to asister who lived In
the area. Suddenly, vyitt pulled up at high speed, brakes screeching,
and ran up onto the curb. He Jumped out of his unmarked car with
sldearm drawn (a .38) yelling, -Rashid, I've got your ass now!- I
darted around abuilding to get the sister out of the line of Are and
pulled out my own weapon (a .44 with avery long barrel). When Witt
bent the comer, gunfire erupted. He dove headflrst behind aconcrete
porch. While Istood prone fbdng him, he remained crouched behind
the porch, shooting wildly In my direction. My gun empty, Iran
through anearby creek (ditchirig the gun in the process), sprinted
through the complex, only to be tadded from behind (dizzy from blood
loss) by about ten backup pigs. In the exchange with WNt abullet had
passed through my right deltoid muscle.

While Iwas lying haiKlcuffed on the ground, with pigs holding
me In place, Wnt caught up, .38 In one hand, my .44 In the other. He
was hysterical, and obviously shaken but uninjured. He went Into a
frenzy, threatening to kill me, calling me every variety of -nigger" In
the book, and pressing the barrel of the gun against my teeth. When
he removed the gun, Itold him that he should either do what he
threatened or -shut the fuck upl- His response was to crack me across
the head with the barrel of my .44, lacerating my scalp. What followed
probably saved me from avldous ass-kicking or worse. Abrother
came running out of anearby apartment cursing the pigs for running
around (chasing me) with guns drawn, while his children played
nearby. The pigs promptly swarmed and beat him bloody as his kids
looked on.
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woriJ	 ® ‘' over-generalized) illustration oh how prestige
f	 example of the ubiquitous schoolyard buHy Bythfl h'?	 through selective acts of intimidatingliolence

PritiaL^ So	class the idea of his invulnerability,elen	 ^ < > t r e s i s t h i m ,even mough they may greatly outnumber him. However, let even one of
^estiae^'h^imS^^ I"'	 successfully attack and defeat him.inst57t??7Alr ?£'ovulnerab.lity to attack from his victims, isnS-eT n̂ Ns the core. He immediately loses face, aloss whichheT^St?^	 °	 resistance. The brute musteimer resort to raw terror to regain his credibility and reclaim the fear

f^ fui^S^reLnn^o^.^	 P r i ' ' ®
In order to ovnw^'	 p o w e r o v e r t h e m ,

vicrir^ cl7ss‘®'9® ^®'^tors of his
incr^sina	 desperaton. This row terror will provoke anthe Sv ?0^7 ?	 P'opehy guided, will spiral out ofThis in th^ri^^^	iJitimately lead to his defeat.anJis mi ke7to iH H	 oppressed is how prestige works
prestige is destrovoH	 o p p r e s s o r . B u t u n t i ltheir conditione r'	 ®' ®°®scious the victims are made ofnno	 of oppression (however much they mayabout the corrupt nature of their ruler.) the victims
their oppressor. While those disillusioned few
to resist must be isolated from the

While going through my pockets, the pigs observed blood
running from my Jacket sleeve. Upon arough Inspection, my shoulder
Injury was discovered. Regardless, the battered brother and Iwere
dumped In apig wagon and taken to headquarters. Iwas held In the
parking lot with Witt and others running astream of threats by me.
WItt was obviously In aquandary to Justify confronting me to begin
with. He wasn't even on duty. He proposed that If Isaid nothing about
his having shot me, he wouldn't charge me with any felonies—

be ’ educa ted ’
as awhole will not resist

who defy the odds and dare
overall victim class and suppressed



thereby able to preserve law and order through controlling the minds of
the masses without the need to resort to raw, brutal force.	 2 . 3

In recognizing the role of prestige in sodety we’ve identified that totally
subjective phenomenon which aliows people to submit to oppression and
exploitation. In his p>olitical writings, Niccolo Machiavelli examines overall
whether aruler should base his command on the basis of love or fear. He
too recognized the centrality of prestige in controlling masses of p>eople.
He concluded that if there must be achoice between love and fear, fear
is preferable so long as it is that quality of fear which prompts respect and
not contempt or hatred. To avoid provoking hatred, the ruler must ovoid
violating the person, possessions and honor of his subjects unreasonably.
He must always maintain an appearance of good and he must aspire
towards achieving great accomplishments in matters of state and
industry. It is through these methods that the ruler acquires prestige and
fame and the submissions of his subjects.

In fact, Ican give asuccinct example of pwestige at work taken from
right here in these prrisons. In here the pigs are vastly outnumbered by the
prisoners -yet our resistance to their power is relatively non-existent. The
pigs’ ability to njle and keep order is based solely upon fear, upion the
majority of cons to accept the uniforms’ power as legitimate,
unquest ionable, unchal lengeable and therefore invulnerable. They
actually hold the p)ig and the social order that empowers him, in owe. But
by my own actions, it’s been proven to my satisfaction that pig pxiwer is
not so formidable, which is why I’ve sjaent the last ten years of my
confinement in solitary, housed away in sprecially modified cells, often
kept totally isolated from all other Fxtsoners. I’ve taught them that
violence, bnjtal oppression, and terror tactics is atwo-way street with me.
In responses to their abuses of me and my peers. I’ve frequently holed
their bodies, torched and scorched their flesh, broken their bones, single-
handedly repelled their K-9's and done battle with their goon squads
more times than Ican recount. Of course I’ve endured every brutality
which their tiny minds could devise. Yet their efforts hove never deterred
me. Consequently, they’ve offered or made every concession short of
allowing me to walk free out of the prison gates. But my abilities are
limited by my conditions which make it impossible for me to reach the
principle enemies at their seats of power. Irregardless, I’m convinced that
the prestige of power is nothing but so much hype.

Indeed, George Jackson recognized that prestige in and of itself exists
nowhere except in peoples’ minds. "Prestige is an abstract, an intangible.
It has no materlol basis, no substantial objective reality. One can’t taste it,
see it or smell it, it can’t be heard. So how does it exist? Subjectively, in
the mind’s eye, after the fact of some connected circumstances that
may also have been subjective." In ataped speech given by him shortly
before his death in 1971, he further elaborated on prestige as follows:
“The prestige of power at its maturity is athing that will prevent people
from acting against that power. This pig is apsychological thing, astate
of being wherein the bourgeoisie reign of terror need not rely on violence
to sustain itself. It’s relying on something that happened in the past...
where it secured itself. And it’s drifting at this point, the prestige of power
means that it is drifting at this point and resting on its laurels. At this stage

particularly for attempted capital murder of apig. Igave no response.
When finaiiy taken to the hospital (Medical College of Virginia) some
hours iater, my shoulder and scalp were sutured and my arm placed In
asling. The cause of my laceration and puncture wounds being
"unknown.” Iwas charged with trespassing and merely pointing a4
fi r e a r m a t W i t t .

Upon entering the Richmond dty Jail this time Iwas compelled
to taxe up an unfinished rtval "war" where it had left off on the street.
The opposition occupied an entire tier-some 120 cats-adjacent to my
own. They were only prepared to jump me. Iwas, however, prepared
to do alittle more. Iditched the shoulder sting, procured some
weapons, and next day astandoff occurred. Me and five others against
almost the entire rival tier. The pigs were apparently tipped off and
swarmed the jail hallway before we'd revealed our weapons or the first
blow was struck. Iwas packed off to another tier, only to sneak onto
the rival tier (a dormitory) during the confusion of movement at
mealtime several weeks later. Abattle erupted as soon as the tier gate
slammed shut. Iended up with ahead laceratkxi and about four of
them suffered stab wounds before the pigs Invaded the tier to break
the fight up. Upon my release from solitary afew weeks later, asimilar
situation occurred. By then Iwas looked at as a175 lb., 5*9" maniac,
by both pigs and prisoners. The opposition offered atruce with
amenities on the side. Upon agreement of some of my cohorts, the
truce was accepted, but other conflicts persisted. Fights were frequent
Iwas stabbed in acouple iiKidents; In both of them my opponents
were disarmed and were butchered In return. Rwas finally accepted
by all potential rivals that Iwas best left alone.

While jailed, an acquaintance of mfoe from the streets, John
Albert Chambliss, Jr. (John Jr.), was arrested. He’d been afugitive for
some time, as foremost of Richman's most wanted. Upon his capture
he agreed to work with the pigs to get out of his own charges. Initially,
he was placed on the tier writh me, obviousiy to draw out information;
however, Inever discussed anything of substance with him, or
anyone, especially since I'd observed that under conditions of
confinement, he'd become akitten. This was in total contrast to the
vicious image he'd portrayed on the streets.

It was around the time of John Jr.'s capture that Ibegan to
receive aflurry of Indictments: murder, attempted murder, trtaiidous
wounding, etc. Ididnt want to believe that he might have been
responsible. The incidents for which Iwas charged were of particular
Interest to the city pigs. One Involved aperson's having been shot by
an alleged sniper, shooting from inside aproject building. The pigs h^
responded by surrounding the entire block artd calling in their own
snipers, helicopters, and SWAT team. The pigs acknowledged seeing
the shooter moving around In the apartment while it was under siege,
yet when their SWAT teams raided it some ten hours later, they
embarrasslngty could find no one. Another Incident Involved the
shooting of several people who were allegedly attached because the
shooter thought they were undercover pigs. Iwas further accused of
shooting up several patrol cars with piĵ  Inside them, shooting at pigs,
etc.; however, no formal charges followed.



Ihe mHltaiy and POBteo^SSS^^ ■ ?	 ®"“-

can most s^uret^^hSSd	 determined by who'
produced by the	 — —
respect to which the headman

Ipled guilty to the sniping charges to dear acohort of
litvoNement-he had along suspended prison term over his head.
Upon the testimony of John Jr., his girlfriend, Paula Blls, and others
(Including Witt, who was Instrumental In having the charges placed
against me), Iwas convicted of the other shootings. Iwas sentenced
to life plus. Chambliss was returned to society, where he was allowed
to carry out any acts he pleased, under complete pig immunity, as
long as he aided them In entrap̂ ng, capturing, and convicting others.
According to reliable sources, he'd become so bold that when the pigs
converged on an area where he was oresent. he'd identifv himself hv
name, state that he was armed, and then proceeded to finger
everyone nearby him who possessed guns or narcotics and where the
contraband was located. He was also Involved mplanting drugs in
peoples' homes and then having the pigs raid them.

However, John Jr. eventually destroyed his usefrilness to the
pigs by perjuring himself in alater trial. In that case (Commonwealth
of Virginia v. Shawn Harshall), he testified to being present and
witnessing three biadc males shoot apizza deliveryman. When ail
other evidence at the trial completely oontradlcbed his account, he
admitted on the stand to lying fbr his own benefit. It was only then
that John Jr. was rejalled on fiirther charged and seriously prosecuted
and convicted. Ihad the brief pleasure of getting afew p^ng licks
off Chambliss on the day that Iwas transferred to the prison system
from JaH. He'd been brought to the Jail's transport area from his
protective custody tier for court. Iwas In the area waiting for the DOC
transport to pick me up. Isaw him pass by the en route to the area
and hM behind ashower stall. When they brought him out, Imanaged
to raise afew knots on his head—for lade of being able to locate any
hard or sharp objects In the area—before the pigs swarmed In to pull
me off him. Iwas locked in another holding area. As aJuvenHe, I'd
avoided many upstate cornmftmenti by feigfdng the "nut role". Iwas
very good at duping the "experts". Upon being foced with convictions
on the crimes Ifaced, Iresorted to the same chicanery as an adult, to
no ultimate avail. For atime Iperststed In this role while In prison,
which only prompted abuses from the pigs. The pigs have this
instinctive tertdency to openly abuse prisoners whom they believe are
unsound of mind or of limited mteHigence, sinoe they believe that
unInteHlgent prlsorters are incapable of challenging their abuses,
whether by direct action or by articulating complaints.

Because Iaccepted my Hfestyte and all of Its consequences, I
was always reluctant to Involve my fomlly or others on the outside of
prison In my conflicts with the pigs. Idealt with my own problems—
directiy. For awhile Iaccepted some of the milder pig abuses with
only minor responses. They'd tamper with my meals or refuse them
altogether or become unnecessarily physical with me. My responses
were to become counter physical. The situation Intensified and
ultimately led to my encounters with their goon squads on something
like athrice-weekly basts for months on end. Injuries occurred on both
sides; in comparison mli>e were relatively mlrK>r. They were suffering
broken bones, dislocated Joints, and lacerations. Most of the goon
squad encounters resulted In pigs takirrg Injury leaves. The
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concerned with creating asense of group cohesion and support f<x
preserving the social order. Economics ore concerned with supplying the
members the members of society with the means of survival |e.g. food,
clothing, shelter, medical care, sources of drinkable water, etc.) and
organizing society so that these needs are met. Furthermore, no society
can preserve itself without military capability. In hierarchical societies, the
military apparatus (which includes police forces and prisons) are needed,
not only to protect the society from external aggressors, but to protect the
hierarchy from challenge by members within the society itself, also to
maintain thek control over the society's economy, their holds on amassed
social wealth, and to serve them in expanding their power and
domination over other societies. All three of these phenomenon -politics,
economics and military -work together to form and maintain asociety,
whether primitive or modem, whether socialist or capitalist, whether a
colony or an empire.

Before beginning my analyseSs of struggle against oppression, it seems
appropriate here to briefly trace the evolution of societies from the pre¬
state egalitarian band societies (or what some social analysts call
"primitive communism") up to modem stratified state-level societies,
and how political, economic and military activities operated in each.
Three forms of political organization are prominent in the transfonmation ol
societies from egalitarian to stratified state societies: these being of big
men. chiefs and ruling classes. These different developments were
characterized by wha controlled, and the manner of control of, the
society’s economy (or the distribution of basic survival necessities amongs
the members of the society.)

In the primitive society the position of big man (head man) was
granted based on one's generosity and equity, which in fact left the
headman poor in possessions but rich in respect. His was aposition given
by popular consent. The headman was responsible for fair distribution of
resources within the society to ensure that the needs of all members were
met Because of the respect his role created, he was the popular
organizer of trade with other societies, war parties, etc. It wrould hove
been impossible for aheadman to dominate his society because all
members were equally armed and equally able to survive off of the land
through foraging and hunting. He therefore could not militarily dominate
them nor monopolize their access to the means of survival. If he did
attempt to hoard social wealth, the members of the society could simply
take it back and expel him: or worse.

Chiefs, like headnnen, were also thek societies' organizers in terms of
warfare, outside trade and distribution of social resources. However, the
chief (unlike the headmen wrho won thek leadership postlons based on
thek merit and generosity) enjoyed ahereditary status, lived better than
the common people, and could lose his power only through defeat in
war. The chief’s power was however limited because ho did not have th
loyalty of apermanent police -military apparatus that could permanent
deny large numbers of the society from access to survival resources: such
apermanent force is the glue that allows state-level societies to exist and
preserves its ruling classes' elevated status and control over the society. 1
stratified state-level societies (whether feudalist, slave-owning or copitalis'

aaministnitlve costs of their mounting casualties (pigs taking sick
®^y--f̂ ned Injuries were ixHJtIne) outweighed the
subjective benefits of seeking revenge. It became quite dear that
terrorism did not worit on me, except to provoke the very responses
tee pigs WBî  to suppress. They had no military option with me. So
wy p̂ ed me In every way concehrabie short of allowing me to walkfree out of prison.

The pl̂  walked wide drdes around me and Instead targeted my
leŝ mrnl̂  peers, which Ifound equally Intolerable. My reactions
quld̂  Wthem to also walk wide drdes around my peers vteen Iwas
arm^ When Ileft. It was adifferent matter aitogeteer. As an Indirect
method of trying to neutralize rne, the pigs routinely tried to
Pfoposlt̂  or Instigate other prisoners Into violent conflicts with me.
These ̂fb̂  usually failed, either because I'd target the Instigating

which existed between me and the other prisoners
prevê  It (sometimes the prisoner would himself check the pig fx
attem n̂g to provoke disunity), or Td face the opponent down,

jO'’ ■cycle of being transferred on aweekly tomonthly basis between different prisons. The pigs being under tee
be tong enough in their presences to

ryallate byartre determined to.break me through Increasingly severe
m«ĥ . Iin turn stepped up my own level of violenoe. Iwas being

with rottweilers and being bodily restrained to bare steel and
concT^ 111 the dead of winter with cell windows wide open for wreeks
HI? **'®old break out of the restraints and destroy them on a

me and strap me back down, often
««perlmentino, trying to devise cramped and paintol ways of putting
^restraints on so that IcouWnt get out again. Td break out again,

uirtil Ihad literally destroyed every set of restraining
deidces teey had (which occurred in 1992 at the Buckingham prison,

to^ transfer), or until they'd give up. 1was starved,
d̂ ydr«M, and left naked in freezing ceiis for weeks to months In

’**'’'*o*« open and the A.C. blowing cold air, etc. During
1?^	 fight ing them so Intensely ( twicenmnlng tee K-9 sback out of the cell) that they sinvly would not fight
me anymore no matter what the provocation.

Duriî  the middle of 1993, an attempt was made to indmidata
TO into submission by the pigs at the Powhatan prisons by bringing
tw^-9 sIn front of my ceil and, with the dogs standing by, beating
another prisoner in my plain view while he was handcuffed. My first
response was to throw every Item Icould lay hands on at the pigs (the
rails had bars Instead of solid doors). This prompted them to move the
dogs away and stop their attack. Ithen wrenched the metal
H	 w a l l a n d fl o o d e d t h e t i e r . T h e p i g s
decided to leave as Iwas working on the sink/commode. Next, I
rasnioned aten-inch rod from the commode into an Ice pick. Isat tee
commode atop the bare bunk, sat on the commode, and awaited their
r̂ m. teree days the tried to dehydrate me and negotiate me out

^^	 ‘‘■y® *refused to be handcuffed. They stIH wouldnot fight me.
For several rrKMiths I’d been seeking atransfer to the newly
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ar5eco.«, ,„ vsrs constructed Greensville prison, because the prison to which Iwas then
assigned would not aHow me In the general population. CXre of the
prisoners with whom I'd been in aknife fight in the Jail had me listed
as an enemy. He was In the population. On the third day the
negotiator came with the line that Iwas being transferred to
Greensville where Fd been requesting to go. Expecting aruse, I
declined to be handcuffed. Another prisoner, for whom Ithen had
some respect, reasoned that the pigs might not be lying, since they
knew that Icould repeat the same and would not relent. He proposed
that they might actually Intend to transfer me. When the negotlMor
returned, Iaccepted the handcuffs and was promptly put on avan to
G r e e n s v i l l e .
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What Iwas to encounter at Greensviile defied anything that I'd
expected. The pigs had arefined system and Ucense for brutalizing
prisoners. Iwas not to understand the magnitude of the situation until
afew days after being there. The pigs had atier of handpicked proxy
prisonefs, whom they used to vtoleritly suppress those who got out of
line. The rlî leader—ni call him Pumpkirt—was acareer con with a
reputation for butchering other prisoners. He had atrustee Job (all
trustees were similarly selected). Pumpkin was allowed by the pigs to
keep weapons on his person. Part of the mental terror game was that
while he was out cleaning (everyone knew he was apig hit man and
stayed armed), the pigs would bring others out around him In
handcuffs (segregation prisoners must be handcuffed from behind
when outside their ceils, unless they have atrustee Job, or are locked
inside an exercise yard or shower stall). The she-pigs (guards and
nurses) were the tools used to sic Pumpkin on others. He regarded and
Jealou^ guarded these she-pIgs like actual mates, whereas all they
did for him was bring him bubble gum, watch him masturbate In their
presence, and flirt with him.

The set-up game usually went like this: one of these she-dogs
would provoke an argument with the target (reftjse him something he
was due, etc.). She'd then report to Pumpkin that the target had
"disrespected" her, or any many other claims. Pumpkin would then
come to the target's ceil and start ahostile verbal exchange, send a
challenge via third-party message, etc. Once the conflict was
established, the pigs would move the target Into the tier with Pumpkin
and his cronles~the entire tier rode with him. The pigs would
thoroughly search the target's property for weapons before moving
him, to ensure that he had no means of defense. OrKe assigned to a
cell on Pumpkin's tier, the target was feb- game. If he was
stouthearted, he'd stand his ground. The next day or so the pigs would
put them on the exercise yard together, remove everyone's handcuffs
except the target's (they'd put five to seven prisoners In each pen),
and allow them to mob attack the stiH handcuffed target. Or If they
wanted him butchered, he'd be unhandcuffed and left to contend
unarmed against aknlfe-wtekflng Pumpkin.

Upon my arrival at Greensville's segregation unit, they
immediately used ashe-pig to draw me out. There was no cooling
system in the unit, so cups of Ice were dispensed several times aday.
On my first night In the unit, one of the she-pigs came through with
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:-»^HSS^s2,T.gs?^«i'sr
pfg In r«^S!L**ta	 occurred between me and aunitwith *	 J?** threatanlnQ another prisoner. The pig returned
They searrhed̂ arMTt̂ Jdĥ  the pretext of conducting cell searches.^cl^dtS	 returned me Into the cell1®^ with my bade to the door, waiting ftx-
cuffs	 handcuffs, the pig yelled that I'd snatched the
other	 ^	 o n e c u f f w h i l e t h e

With riot Shield aln»dy on hand,
to the back of the cell and

oea^ at length, still handcuffed from behind When Hiew	 wnne
was^' nUlIlLdSSj	 *'®P*“'*	 that point on, ft
to	 P * O S ^ h a n d s

allowing several weeks for my Injuries to heal,^	 STIJJI5 *P™*®*̂ * to hZig ̂ ir bodl«!
f	 » * * * t h e e n t i r e u n i tptoŝ n abrSTrS l̂-̂  «ceptk>n) riding with me against thewSSer wa^h?l^ ^	 PK» that abused anyto Immediate attack. The pigs often brought
walk	 '*hlle Pumpkin was working the floor. I'dwalk past him, nr«rely giving him ablank stare. He rlever made his

times to send word to me, and to address me

”® “●» denied allowing the pigs to useI	 o u T l t S d t o ^ t h a t
paraonal knowledge of his acUons

we^	**	 ^	 o t h e r s h e c l a i m e d
P™^00 him and not through anythingtotal respect for my positlw?against the pigs. It boiled down to his word against every other

untt	 ®*"“ *t*W not have personal knowtedge--
wtth the pigs, our conflict was dropped.

!SI? ̂Ptir oTBanteed resistance to the pigs, theirattacks and abuses came to atotal halt, and they attempted
ti^	 *" s«fltegatlon we are permitted onlySir 2?^ “®	 however, atelephone remained on our
J«u! d	 ’**'*	 being found inside prisoners' meal

I*22̂  protective custody Inmates prepared the meal traysright In the unit. Each tray had the designated cell number written

ATheory Towards Combating American Imperialism
(Part One)

Although I'm otten asked by progressive people -people on the left of
various stripes -to express my ideas on concrete solutions to present social
crises. I’m often reluctant. Not because Ihove any problems with
expressing tactical ideas, but because it's proven in my experience that
they don't actually intend to apply those ideas, or search ways in
practice of proving, disproving or refining them. They seem only willing to
engage in dialectics, mere verbal exchanges of ideas. Words. This tends
to leave me some\what exasperated since talking, educating with words
alone, has repeatedly proven to be afutile method of mobilizing the
common people to change the conditions that oppress them. Material
problems demands material solutions. Indeed, is it likely that advances in
material science would occur it an that scientists did was engage one
another in conversations about physical phenomenon? Not at all.
Scientitic understanding of the laws of physical matter is developed
through conducting physical experiments from which their theories
proven, disproven or refined.

WNIe there bcertainly no shortage of theorists, educators and critics in
the Amerikon left, tactical thinkers, people willing and able to both
proscribe and apply concrete solutions to concrete problems,
nonexistent. (Is it any wonder that educators Hke Noam Chomsky express
inability to comprehend Kart Marx’s theory of dialectical materialism, and
admit that they are not tactical thinkers?) Although Ibelieve Iunderstand
why this is, understanding the problem does not solve it: and being
confined as Iam within the restrictive and isolated structure of asupermox
prison cell, there isn't much Icon do by way of action myselt. So, it seems
that I'm left to the very device that I’ve begun with criticizing -words.

In my experiences I've learned something about many leftist social
●activists' in Amerika, which seems ageneral condition. They tear
discipline and pain. The former tendency seems most pronounced
amongst those of the anarchist stripe. Along with government, they also
reject anything —internal or external -which tends to check their ability to
simply do os they please, whereas, the latter tendency seems most typical
among anti-imperialist, communist leadership elements, and peaceniks.
The power structure has taught them that whenever they begin
promoting and organizing activities that threaten the empire sholds on
their minds and bodies of the common people, they will be isolated and
destroyed virith violence, and the masses pacified back Into inanity.

Therefore the Anarchists spend much of their energy in disorganized
activities (usually individualistic and egotistical) while the more potentially
organized elements of the left spend their energy reclining safely in their
intellectual hothouses engaging in dialectics on social phenomenon,
history and the depravity of capitalsm. Meantime, empire goes about its
usual business of reaping vast profits tor atiny group of men through
starving and dehydrating, imposing genocidal conditions, enslaving,
mass-muraering, colonizing, making the planet increasingly inhabitable
tor, over-depleting and destroying Rmited natural resources, and generally

n

t o

o r e

s e e m

m e

o n



m a n n e r f b r t h e ^

Jv̂ Mcor̂ W^ mysê  evê
^ o f c o m m i t m e n t

loî ltyf̂ * *"** **><»« who share this commitment have

It. The pigs would have these mostly informant and running scared
types put aM manner of foul substances mtD specified prisoners'trays.)
Tnstees would deliver tobacxx) products supplied by the pigs to
dispense on the tier to those who were without cigarettes, etc.

Word got back to me that the cronies on Pumpkin's tier were
TOUng threats against me. Afew days later Iopened ahole mthe
fence or our Uer̂  exercise yard and went around the building to their
tler's exercise yard whHe they were outside. Without any comment, I
sat two knives on the ground and proceeded to work ahole In their
fence. At which point several of the cremes began kicking the fence
near my hands, so Icouldnt keep ahold of It They began yelling
toû  to alert the pigs Indirectly. They declined any IH-wHI toward me
when the pigs came to the unit door and saw me outride the fence,
they began yeWng entreaties through the door for me to go back to

tier's yard, which Ifinally did, since the cronies' continuing to
kick the fence made It Impossible Ibr me to work ahole in it

'	 "P*® PHj* could never stop me from procuring weapons,
though they'd buRd special ceHs to house me In. I’d simply
dteassemble them and procure and hide more weapons. They'd search
the ceH anytime Icame out yet could find nothing,

âccount of the systematic attacks on the pigs at the height of
their abuses, the DoCs internal aflWrs offlce decided to get Involved m
InvKtiga^ the yean of prisoner complBlnto of brutality In the unit
In t̂  efforts to neutralize our responses, the Internal affairs unit

having adozen pigs criminally prosecuted for brutality and
using other prisonen to enter prlsonen* cells and attack them
aHowtng aprisoner to use riot gear. TWo pigs were uMmately
convict. Pumpkin was also prosecuted and convicted tor an Incident
wher̂  pig* opened another prisoner̂  cell, allowing him to ambush
Wm. The prisoner was stabbed multiple times. Pumpkin's trustee lob
was hnmedlately torrmnsted under the baddash of this incident. tK
hKî  ocoiTTed on the tier right above me. IHstened to the entire
rito^ frotn^ oneo^ riie-plg* In^^before up to the firtal violent episode.

My response was to countar̂ mbush one of the pigs’ other
nustw hit men while he was out cleaning several days later. Iwas
bn̂ ht out tor alegal phone call at which pokit~and to the escorting
pH) ssheer terror̂ I came out of the handcuffs, pulled out aconcealed
WM ,̂ ran tMs cr̂  of Pumpkin's down, and pushed holes through
TO n^ aryl uppy body. Or>ce done with Nm, Iwalked up the tier fas
ttw ̂retreated In̂  opposite dlrectJon) and back to my ceH. Whendoor was quickly locked, Iremoved and flushed the doth

* ^ ' ● ’ ^ * * * * * ^ * * * ^
rema in i ng
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prisoners' requests, and wnere fawmingly attentive to everyone.
During my stay at Heddenberg, one of the ranking pigs who'd

been insmirnentai in torturing me with the freezing strip cell tiaa^
was ambushed. On this occasion T6 been strapped to the bunk by the
pigs. In order for aprisoner to receive meals and toilet breaks while
strapped down, the pigs must come Into the ceil, remove the chains
and straps, and handcuff him. They wW then leave the ceil, dose the
door, and remove the cuffs through ahatch In the door. However,
during this 1994 episode, when the pigs came In to release me for a
toilet break, the dalm Is that Fd gotten out of the restraints and was
lying on the bunk under ablanket as though sdli strapped down. When
the ranking pig and two others moved to life the blanl̂  Iallegedly
rose up, with weapon In hand, and attacked. TVw> of them (the miking
Pk) included) received multiple stab wounds, and the third pig received
acracked Jaw. This Incident, hi Its obvious preplanning and execution,
left the pigs in such aquandary that no retribution followed. Indeed, I
was several days later transferred to Buckingham and quickly released
Into the general population. By this time It was realized that Iwas not
Insane at all but calculating and determined. While prison
administrators and those who proposed to "study" me from adistance
put forward the flcdon that Iwas inclined to "unprovoked" vioienoe
against the pigs, the pigs who dealt wtth me on aday-to-day basis
knew, very clearly, that any vioienoe from me was always hi response
to their own acts of vioienoe or abuse of me or my peers. As long as
the pigs remembered this, things went weH, but there was always
some lone pig with acowboy complex who had to test his hand, and
I ' d a n s w e r i t .

The majority of the pigs at Buckingham didn't want me In the
population walking about They ther^bre attempted several times
through trumped-up reports to have me returned to segregation. On
the last occasion that thb was done, Iwas charged with bting In an
"unauthorized area" of the prison. The pigs waited untit Td locked into
the ceil at count time bo come and lock me up hi segregation. Ireftjsed
to go peacefully. One pig threatened that If Ididnt, Fd receive a
s e v e r e "

segregation. When the pigs opened the cell door to escort me out, the
threatening pig received anose broken In two places. Fve been In
segregation ever sinoe.

While hi Buckingham's segregation unit, Iobserved arookie pig
slam arestrained prisoner's foce Into asteel door wtth no provocation.
That same day Iwas accused of opening agash hi this pig's face wtth
a r a z o r M a d e .

Afew days later the goon squad attacked another prisoner. This
prisoner had along gash hi Ms arm wtth staples holding It dosed. The
nurses were to dean the wound and chMige the dressing twice dally.
They refused bo do so, and his arm became badly bifecbed. The pigs
refused to accept his emergency complaint seeUng medical treatment
He finally broke alight In his oeH to fOrce some cooperation. The plgC*
response was to send hi the goon squad to beat Mm down.

Hy response was to kick and shatter the glass In my ceH door. A
K-9 unit was called In to assist the goon squad wtth me. Meantime

I X Innovation and relentless cummltment to an Ideal has proven, to my
sattsfocDon, that the oppressive insOtittlons are not Invulnerable. Fear
Is our greatest hindrance. Fear and half measures. They can isolate
me, but they cannot Isolate an ideal.

Ihave often defeated myself for lack of abroad vision. Because I
had confined my efforts and ideas to this limited prison environment, I
Isolated myself from those on the outside. Ihad severed almost ail
outside contacts. Inever expected to leave prison alive. However, Fve
come to realize that this reladvely tiny prison environment, those
concentrated islands of oppression (the condition within which Idaily
witness driving my peers helplessly Into insanity), are asmall
Interreiabed part of amuch greater oppressive whole. We prisoners
must be reached and we must reach out. We must be educated Into an
understanding of our victim status, made to understand the fonction
that the prisons serve, the nature of government hi stratified capitalist
sodetles. At the same time amuch larger and totally committed effort
must be made on the outside to confront the enemy power structure.
This has been my message to the outside.

Now that I’ve begun Interacting with people on the outside, the
pigs have acted dedshreiy to frustrate and dtecourage those contacts
to Isolate me. Many contacts have been broken, on account of these
obstructions. Fve been Mnderad In many commitnients. The
Impediments have perhaps left some to think me unreliable at best, or
an opportunist, or worse. They dearly dont understand my situation
inside hcre-and why should they?—Fve never explained It

Iam perceptive If anything and understand that there have been
many defections, betrayals, infiltrations, provocations, pig agents,
opportunists, wid rewards in the left and other progressive
movements. Ican clearly understand why some very stncare people
might become suspicious when Iobligate myself to provide them
something In writing or apiece of artworlc and they hear nothing from
me for months, because the pigs have been destroying and censoring
my mail, taking my belongings and destroying my matariate, and
eliminating every channel through wMdi Ican acquire postage stamps
(we must purdiM ail stamps from the prison commissary and cannot
receive stamps from correspondents. On account of bogus fkies and
debts Imposed against my prison accotmt-several thousand dollars
worth—any money sent to me is taken. Itherefore cannot purchase
stamps and must rely on other prisoners In this regard); Iremain
Indefinitely barred ftom telephone use, etc.

While others' opinions of me are unimportant to me In the
I, Irecognise the need for unî , loyalty, trust, and total
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wMppbig". In response Iagreed to walk peacefully to

personal
comrMtnient if any real struggle is to be weged. It's by the designs of
the enemy order that masses and even progressive leaders are divided
by fear, suspicion, and distrust It Is for this reason alone that Ihave
made the effort to offer aome Insight Into myself. Irefuse to be party
to my enemy's divisive designs.

Ibav* nothing and therefore nothing to lose. Ihave conditioned
myself for every conceivable shock and straki-physically, mentally,
and emotionally. Ifear nothing. Iam deterred ̂ no threat or prospect
of danger; Fve faced them ail, continuously and by choice. Iam willing



successful protracted struggle. They are IMng under the most
primitive of conditions, with no econornic hifrastnicture. (Open sewers,
no garbage disposal, etc) Gaza’s economy Is totally dependent upon
day laborers and servants working In Israel proper. But under the /4
on̂ lzlng work of Hamas, their unrelenting resistance to Israeli fbrces
Is forcing the Israeli occupation and settlements out The al-Qua»am
brigade (the clandestine military wing of Hamas) has only focused Its
attacks wIsraeH soldiers and setllers-the results of which can only
bev̂ Bmltied. ButdW ahQuassam Infiltrate and direct Its efforts at
Israel proper (at Its economic base), and did Hama's political leaders

ultimate political power to the corrupt and
Îddng Palestinian Authority and Yassir Arafat, they would crushZionist oppression at Its root

Even with Hama's political and military errors, Israel still has
pro^ to have military option against Hamas; they cant infiltrate,
n« l̂lM,̂  cmhn al-Quassam. Yet laraH has much of the same
nJHt̂ technô aî  hardware as the US~nukes and aH. Hamas has

base amongst the people (e.g.
bjJWfoĝ woĥ  hospitals, operating health dinks, schools, fooddtetrlbudon centers, etc, afl ftrê  available to the people), through
developing areputation of scrupulous honesty (In contrast to the

MesUnlan Authority), and overall serving the interests of the
p e o p l e o f G a z a .

Al-Quassam Is fighting with next to no modern resources. In only
ILiS	 r e o f o n ’ s m o s t p o w e r f o l m i l i t a r yforce) admits Inability to contend with Hamas. The US is 3Mt million
square miles In area, with relatlveiy limitless logistical resources.

^A	 to the suffering of others, now rnore
come to recognize that aprimary cause of peoples'

suffer̂ the world over is In account of forces that the Amerlkan left Is
In aposl̂  to contend with. But the left's leadership must overcome

■'■*®°™^'totlon reached, despite different
schools of thought. The left must organize Ms forces and bring together
Its various educators and political workers and develop aparty

to coordinate the work of Ms disparate and Isolated activists,
forv̂  «vMh programs (economic, polMicai, andm r̂y), which wiN displace those of the enemy. The establlshmenf s

●** tote sense of Invulnerability, must be ripped away.
PrwHge must be vested in the masses themselves through the left’s
mobilizing, organizing, and building amass-based biftastructure wMhIn
ôppreŝ sectorsofthe working dass. It must work toward

oecor«rurtng the false constructs of radsm, which neutralizes the
rapacity of the working dess to struggle together. And Mmust
for war.

sarcâ  negotiations were staged. Ideclined any conversation, which
’““ted, hoping for the opportunity to see me

mutBated for Um rottwelier. Several hours later all was ready. With the
tl̂  <log handier, wMh one stick In

aw K-9 at his feet, demanded me to submit to being
handcuffed. Ideclined. When he unleashed the dog and ordered the

^handler was promptly
wwrtchrt into the cdl, the dog ron back out of the cell (clearing apath

.® *̂tor1ng pigs) and Icame out on his heels flush Into the
tWrty or more pigs had gathered In the unit to

watch the spectacle.) Abattle ensued. Iwas swarmed by pigs and
taken dosm In anurry of punches. Iwas then transferred back to
Powhatan and placed Into aspecialty modified unit.

While In this unit Imet another prisoner who had developed
something of areputation as aJalNiouse lawyer and fighter of the pigs.
Although many prisoners held him In high regard, Iobserved In him a
predominant tendency to play prisoners against the pigs and vice
versa, a« to seive his own Individual benefit He only attacked and
f̂ ^ pigs when they didnt cater to Ns ever-changing personal
whims. This cat was one of the nrost crafty con artists and
oppoitunlsls Iwas yet to meet Oafty because he got resuMs. I
studied him and came to perceive through Wm that pigs fear the
courts as much or more than they do direct action. Not because the
courts wm give any Justice against them, but because the courts have
the poner to divest their wages. They fear what the courts can do as
opposed to what the courts eventually mill do. On this account, Isaw
that using the IMIgatlon process could be as tactiraily useful as direct
artlon and with wider-reaching resuMs. Ialso imstakenly believed that
If we only learned how to navigate the courts correctly, Udgatlon could
produce continuous resuMs In changing abusive condMions Inside the
prisons, as opposed to the mere tenr^xirary changes In pig conduct
that my previous actions produced. Orxx Iwas padwd off to another
prison or unit, they’d simply return to abusing the prisoners as before.
Iwould therefore learn to use both pen and sword,

toe erm of 1994,1 began studying Anqio-Amerlkan law to
die exclusion of all else. Istudied each topic in the Amerlkan
Jur̂ xudenra legal encyclopedia series, and read every law book I
could lay my hands on from cover to cover. Ihad the entire tier
getting the prison's attorney to copy articles from the various
unlver̂  reviews. For years Fd strictly disciplined my mind andt̂hrough rigorous training and the conditions imposed on me by
SI! ̂ to endure and absorb the most trying condMions. Ilearned

months, and won the first suit I
tô ^̂ todled rimwwer of books on trial tactics, influencing

expecting that Judges, when
f̂ronted WMh the law, would adhere to Ms letter. Icoukfnt have

bew rnore wrong. Iappeared frequently in the courts—state and
fcderal-for hearings and trials. InMMIy, Ireceived routine
con l̂n^ from Judges-and grudgingly from defense attomeys-on
mylŷ alcornprehenslon and ability. This ail changed when Ipersisted
in efforts to have the courts comply wMh the laws. Irefused to

o n e
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p r e p a r e

Istill endure repression at the hands of the pigs, as do my
p«w. 1Mil take aprincipled stand against this repression. But above
all else, Iam working on bringing my peers Into aprincipled
ransckxjsness whkh win give them dIscIpHne and acause to struggle
nr, while sImuManeousiy imparting to them the methods of struoole
The pigs'response continues to be to Isolate me. Their vioienee has
proven futile. Even In this nrost totalitarian of environments.

a c c e p t



the unwritten rule that certain Issues are not to be challenged or
exposed.

been trying bo produce was nothing more than areform mtheir
internal conditions. Was InsQncUveiy opposed to the pigs because of
their organized brutality and systenwUc oppragskm of dsempowe^
people. But rd never questioned the Inherently oppressive role or the
pig in society, his ftmctlon In preserving the Interesti and ruling power
of the haves over the have-nots. Rn-all this time rd accepted the
legitimacy or the established order.

If 1afpeed wRh George (and Idid) that the order of capttailst
society ivUlegiUmate, then It was
legitimate, and howto get from here to there. Fve always been a
practical person, extremely so, and therefore Irecognized, along with
George, that merely talking about abatter world, aiMl crMdzIng the
present one, will not produce the desirad change. He'd summed It up
quite dearly. Economics Is the base oT society, the rock oT sodai
power. Whatever dass controls the economic arrangements controls
the social order. Ihe mlWary (toidudlng pqHoe and prisons) and
political institutions are the forces which preserve and protect that
dominant class's controlling power over the society. It Is therefore
necessary to destroy those mstRutlor« morder to brask that dassTs
hold on the society. And this can omy be done by arevolutionary,
mass-baaed, economic, political, ant/milRary struggle. Focusing on
only one of these components wM change nothing. Any valid struggle
must bKorporete aN three of them. Isuspected that astudy of pest
revolutionary struggles and their ultimate failures would show that
they did not succeed because one or more of these components was
neglected or compromisad. Ihad to study ftirther.

Ibecame engroased macquiring and studying all that George
had studied and more, which included the daselrv and not-so-dassics:
Vladimir Lanbi, Mao Ze Dong, Marx, Frants Fannon, Kwame
Nkrumah, Che Guevam, Rosa Luxemburg, Harry Magdoff, Paul
Sweezy, Albert Szymansid, bel hooks, ComeN West, Howard Zinn,
Noam Chomsky, Edward Said, Vo Nguyen Glar, etc., etc. IInvestigated
the various revolutloruHy schools of thought--Con(iinunlstn, Anarchy,
New Afrikan, Fcmintsm, and other left-leaning theories. Istudied
military thinkers and mittary history, sociology and history, political
science, economic theories (left and right), revolutionary htsbry, etc.
and Iam stHI studying, refining my views, and besting them m
practice.

My efforts were cakaiiated to bring the courts to bear on DOC
offlcials at the highest levels, to force them bo change the conditlorts
under whkdi we Uved, and conform ttwm to the basic requirements of
the written laws. The courts had other plans. Ihe state courts were not
willing to grai« theae sorts of reRef, akhough the letter of the laws
required IL They attemptad Instead, numerous times, to grant my
release from prison. Icompletely dtaljusted these offers. To gain this
relief, Td basically have to admit that I
relief Isought By no stretch of tha Imagination did Ithink that tha
courts would allow me to walk free from prison. So Iadamantly
pressed for the retafrd requested (which the Judges were unwWing to
grant) and argued myself out of court each time. I've been afool
many times.

When they refused the relief Idemanded, Fd then turn my legal
attacks against the Judges, wRh the result of provoking their wrath.
They then acted sktgle-tnirMladly to shut me out of the courts. This
process sparmad from about 1995 through 2001. With the added
psychoiogicai deterrent of Httgatlon, my dashes with the pigs declined
somewhat In frequency. They ftrcuaed primarily on IsolaU^ me from
others. leoiadng me from others, their efforts to perpetuate a
discontinuity In our unity, has been the pigs' only effecUva weapon
aga ins tme.And they ' veadml tbed lna thousandways t t i a t the i r
greatest fear Is ending up WRh many other prisoners on their hands
who think and act as Ido. Their MMing me was long atactic that I
could not devisa an effective oountermaasura agalnsb, that Is, until
aftar 2001, when 1wai ffrst expoeed to revolutionary theory and have
siiKa come to understand tha role of Ideology. Without aunifying
Ideology, there can be no unity of struggle. Ideology was sonnelhlng
I'd never had, and thus something IoouM not share. The prisoners
who’d united In struggle with me had dona so because of me. Not

t o d e t e r m i n e w h a t o r d e r
n o t e n t i b a d t o t h e o t h e r

becauce of ashared principle. Therefore, when Iwas no longer
arouryi, they lost the InRIattve to struggle on, and the pigs were free
to resort to their old oppressive acts.

With the beginnings of my studies In revolutionary history and
theory In 2001, litigation and my Isolated dashes wtth the pigs paled
In Importance. My first exposure to revohittorMMy Ideas came with my
meeting Hanlf Shabazz-B^ In 2001. Hannif Is apolitical prisonar who
Is apparentiy weN known wNhln prison movement circles. Upon
meeting we developed an Instant afflntty. He began tending me a
variety of pubMcations through which Iwas first exposed to the works
of George Jackson,

rd heard of George In passing and had been compared wtth him
many times on account of my militancy. But somehow Fd never some
across Ms writings, nor any other progressive material fx that matter.
My first reading of George wee Blood tt my Eye. Reading this book
allowed me to
Indeed, the very existenoe of them could not be changed absent a
fundamental change of the sodai economic conditions that created
them. Ihad not been thmung in tenns of aboRsMng prisons
themselves (for me such an Idea was not even conceivable). What Fd

The more Istudied, reflected, practiced, and drew kwight from
my own practical experleixes, the more It all feU together, so dear and
obvious. As my conoeptuattzations developed Iwrote afew essays,
usually at others'requests, (my Ideas ware Stitt fbrming, some Icould
not dearly articulate, so 1adopted terms, thoughts, and ideas. But R
was al qittddy coming together.) Icould see where the IMhires and

had occunred In various anO-oolonlai, dass, anti-racist,
feminist, and anti-imperialist struggles,

to those pessimistic about waging asuocessfrii
●evolutionary struggle here In the mttltary stronghold of the global

ningiy Insignificant

I n
that the oppresdve conditions wtthki these orisons.

imperialist system, Ifound Insphatton In one
area of the Middle East Gaza City. The Falestinlans In Gaza, suffering
under abrutal Israeli mHNary occupation, are waging aheroic


